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ON THE AGE OF THE JEWISH RITUAL, 
By D. Oprennein, 
Translated from the . Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums.” 


To the most important monuments of the history of the Jews, | 


those prayers indisputably, belong, which are eminently dis- 
tinguished from all others by great age, peculiar colouring, and 


| truly national character. 


Indelibly imprinted are the melancholy features of the yet 
more melancholy history of an oppressed people on most of the 


modern prayers; but also in the more ancient (if not the most. 


ancient) ones we distinctly discern the traces of those features. 
The full comprehension of these prayers often requires an inti- 


mate acquaintance with their rise and progress; and, in fact, we || 
may chronicle the history of every single prayer, how it 


originated, how it developed itself, and how it came to occupy its 


present place in the cycle of the rituals. 


Judaism is based on history—its very ‘soul is history— 


all its sustaining elements flow from history’s unceasing source. © 
_ Even the prayers almost throughout bear this character. The 


remembrances of the history of our sufferings in Egypt, and at 


other memorable periods, constitute the most important portions | 


of our Liturgy, and of which they form the most prominent part. 


Hence the origin of many Psalms, as the sublimest specimens: 


of true national inspiration and genuine popular poetry (Ps. Ixxviil. 


CV), as well as the energetic prayers in Chron. xvi. 8—37, 
Neh, ix, 6—35, and a legion of Piutim, many of which have a_ 


Just claim to be called classical; e. g. the beautiful Ahalela, in the 
New Year’s Mussaf, by Jose ben Jose (vide Rappaport’s Biography 


a note 20, which we shall often have occasion to 


But it is just that class of prayers, namely, the Piutim, which 


: modern times, when a livelier desire for the study of history 
4s been manifested, has formed the principal object of the 
ae, Profound consideration of our literati. They translated, 
thy and commented on the Piutim with zealous ardour. The 
ks of a Heidenheim, the historical essays of Rappaport, Zunz, 
vzato, and Dukes, accomplished every thing to be desired. 
ry daily prayers, however, have not met with the like able 
eal though they, on account of their antiquity and 
adopted use, are of great histori-al moment, and we 


in vain for a circumspect historical revision, These 


preliminaries, we trust, will justify the object of this essay, and 


|| our having approached it, as far as space allows; willingly leaving 


a further and more extensive revision to abler judges of 


On the origin of the prayers, Maimonides (Tephilla I.) thas 


expresses himself: * The commandment for daily prayer is con- 


tained in the scriptural passage, ‘ Ye shall serve the Lord your - 


God’ (Exod. xxiii. 25). When the Israelites were carried into 
captivity in the time of the infidel Nebuchadnezzar, they were dis- 


persed among the Persians, Greeks (7), and other nations. 
~The children of the exiles spoke a dialect mixed up of various 


languages, and could not express themselves perfectly and clearly 


|} im any one language. This confusion of languages induced 


Ezra and his school to compose for them the form of the 
eighteen blessings [mawy ninw] for daily prayers. The number 


of pravers was appointed by the ‘Great Synod,’ according to 
the number of the sacrifices prescribed.” Thus far Maimonides, 
who ‘relies upon the Talmud as the authority for his assertion _ 
(vide Berachoth, fol. xxxiii.) ond upn "wir 
| mbtam mwitp mbpm mona. “The men of the Great Synod 
appointed for the Israelites, Blessings, Prayers, Sanctifications, 


and Service on the going out of Sabbaths and Festivals. 


The critical investigation of these historical dates we will 
furnish in the course of this essay in its proper place, our 
attention being first drawn to a more important fact. — 


In vain the eye of the inquirer rambles over this desolate waste, 
searching for pure sources of information; for everywhere 


~ he meets with innumerable contradictions and inconsistencies. 


Little, very little indeed, has been preserved to us of the true 
divine service during the period of the second Temple. We know 


but very little of the prayers adopted at that time: the only docu- 
ment remaining to us is contained in Mishnah Tamid, § 32, 4, 
where we find the following account respecting the early prayer - 


in the Temple :— 


| coyn mx WON) OY WM 


This short divine service now consisted, according to the 
interpretation of Samuel in Tract Berachoth, § 11, 6, of the 


pidw We may properly regard these 


compositions as the most ancient prayers, which sp we owe their 


origin to Ezra, the restorer of the Temple and of the whole divine — 
service thereof. A less influential authority would hardly have 

caused them to be adopted in the Temple, sinee for this pu 
the highest sanction was required, The real Tephilla (prayer of 
supplication) we find nowhere mentioned in the divine service of the 
Temple. The Kriath Shema alone was used, being recorded as an 
affirmative Mosaic commandment (yp), and no one would be 
likely to impose upon the priests any extensive prayer, since they 
were already fully engaged with the service of the sacrifices, the 
blessing, and the chanting. he prayer of supplication has been 
left for private devotion, and for the synagogue only. A 
document not less valuable, consisting of the benedictions, which 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


‘the high priest used to pronounce on the Day of Atonement, be- 
fore the reading of the Torah, is preserved in the Mishna in 
Joma, § 68, b, and Sota, § 40, by /n 
detailed particulars respecting this matter, with some variations, 
are contained in the Talmud (particularly in the Talmud 


Jerushalmi) in Joma, to which we shall have occasion hereafter 
to refer. In the very Mishna (Tamid) already quoted, there 
‘ js the foundation and the prototype of our divine service, 
4q from which, much later (when the manifold endeavours of 
a numerous sects began ta manifest themselves and to gain 
_ success, and when the oral law began to be attacked by the 


Sadducees), the Decalogue was excluded, in order not to favour the 


ments (Berachoth, § 12,b). How then M. Rappaport could come 
to the unfounded hypothesis that Ahaba Rabba is to be ascribed 
to the Essenes, I cannot conceive ;.since it has formed an essential 


— the boldest speculations ever ventured upon, The Wathikin 
never formed ia separate sect; and we find them still mentioned 
in the Talmud, even after the Essenes had long disappeared. 


where in the Talmud. The very endeavour of many rabbies of the 


final strophe only, which according to Rashi in the passage 
alluded to originally was 972 yoy dapon 
has been altered into a final benediction, more suited to the 
present condition. The Tur in Orach Chayim, § 120, very properly 
- censures the unfitness of the Kezeh on account of the total 
absence of a sacrificial service. 
Joseph, 112, the present form stmon (Hamachsir) was in- 
troduced by the Maccabees at the re-conquest of the Temple. 


(To be continued.) 


CONSECRATION OF THE JEWS’ SYNAGOGUE AT 
Tue Rev. Rabbi Carillon consecrated this building on Wednes- 


_ lowing is a hasty outline of the solemn proceeding. After the 
congregation had assembled, the doors of the Synagogue were 
closed; and the rabbi, leading a procession of the wardens and 


_ ranged themselves in front of the great entrance; the rabbi then 
knocked three times, and demanded admittance in a solemn and 


of alarm from within, by the assistant reader, Mr. Bernal, and 
the response given. ‘The doors were then thrown open, when the 
procession was introduced by the rabbi, who placed them in front 
of the Hechal (ark) facing the Teba (reading-desk), where the 

fe rested, and were addressed by the rabbi, and desired to follow 
hae him in making the tecufoth (seven circuits). During the circuits 
Bae the following psalms were read by the minister, viz. xxx. xxiv. 
xivill. Ixxxii. xciv. Ixxxi. and xciii. The procession then rested 


ee | for the King of Glory shall come in.’ The assistant replied with 
oe the question, ““ Who is the King of Glory?” The Ineffable 
God: he is the King of Glory, Selah!” “The doors were then 
opened, and the Rabbi received from each of the gentlemen the 


opinion, that the whole of the law consisted in the Ten Command- | 


- time of R, Assa, and even of more ancient rabbies, to restore the || 
_ Decalogue to its place in the order of prayers, serves as the || 
best proof (vide Berach. § 12, a). It is not unlikely, that the | 
myo [Rezeh], from pious respect for the prayers of the Temple, was | 
retained among the Eighteen Blessings (miwy ninw), and thatthe | 


day evening, in the presence of a large congregation. The fol- 


elders, each of whom carried a Sepher, or scroll of the Pentateuch, | 


impressive manner, which was duly responded to by three knocks — 


with: their faces to the ark. ‘The rabbi then said, Make lofty 
2 your heights, O ye gates, and be ye uplifted, ye everlasting doors, 


clothed in blue, purple and scarlet, and ornamented 


wardens were addressed on the necessity of the observance 


|| Psalm xxi.was chanted. The offertory then took place, and we wer’ 


a 3 part of the divine service of the Temple, and must, consequently, 
7 —__ be much more ancient than this mystic sect, which exercised the 
least influence upon the Temple. Besides, to identify the || 


— (Wathikin) with the Essenes (vide Rappaport, Kalir 20) is one of || 
a || creed was also said in English and Hebrew. Hallelujah (Psalm 
| cl.) was sung; and the benediction of the priest closed the conse. 


That in the arrangement of the prayers, the order of those of the || 
Temple was followed, needs no proef whatever, and is evident every-_ 


| by the tongue of an eloquent Jew is nothing; it must come heat 


- The reverend Rabbi is anative of Amsterdam, but seems to hare 
received an English education of a superior order. His language, 


shall be happy to receive from our Jewish friends any particulars 7 
which may be omitted; but we take the opportunity of congratu 
lating them on their now having a place for divine worship set 7 
| apart, and hope they may soon receive a permanent minister, who 
| may enlighten them in their duties to Him who, worshipped in 


_—The Jamaica Cornwall Chronicle, April 4, 1845. 
According to a legend in Beth | | 


_more and more followers. So the. Rabbi at Czenger has of late 


schools are readily opened to them, there is not a single Jewish 
boy that frequents a Gymnasium. 


| 


placed them 


were beautifull 
with belly 


r, and the 


| fth, 
Law, and earnestly impressed to show, by the force of het the 


example and humility, a due regard to it. The priest then went 
to the ark, and offered up his adorations to the Most High Goa 
and blessed the congregation, and named the synagogue the Kaha) 

Kadosh Beth Yahacob (the holy congregation of the house og 
Jacob). Mr. Bernal then read the Evening Service, after which 
the ark being opened, the Ten Commandments were proclaimey [ame 
The Sepharim were then brought to the desk, and one Levanty = 
(held up) to the congregation. Portions of Genesis and Deute. 7 
onomy were then read from two of them, and they were returne 
to the ark. A prayer for the queen, the royal family, the gover. 
nor and all magistrates, the wardens and congregation was read, an( 


Sepher which he carried, one after another, and 
the ark in an upright position. These Sepharim 


The Tamid (lamp) was then kindled, with a praye 


pleased to hear of the generous donations of those who offered, 
An address, or recapitulation of the proceedings, was given by 
the minister, and explanations of the various ceremonies. The 


cration. 


though not free from foreign accent, is by no means displeasing, 
but rather interesting; as an English preacher, he is both ener. 
getic and eloquent, and gains considerably on his hearers as he 
proceeds. We cannot do more at present than give the above, and 


spirit and in truth, may lead them in the way to eternal salvation. 


‘FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Irom the Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums. 
Grosz-Caroty (Huncary) 19rTH Marca (Private Corre 
spondence).—In our district Chassidismus has gained the full com: 
‘mand of its dreadful rod. Among the rabbies also it gets always 


stuck up a Chassidic standard, and established himself as phy- 
sician, prophet, and exorcist of angels and devils. ‘The reports of 
his marvellous works fly from place to place ; and he is, by the 
whole of north-western Transylvania, the Maramamos, and those 
even much farther, furnished with lots of adorers and money. The 
Szathamarian districts count 5,500 Jews; and, though all the 


‘The Jewish institutions for 
education, however, are managed quite @ la Polacca. I think that 
will enable every one to form an idea thereof. | 

BERLIN, 20TH ApRIL (Private Correspondence).—The 
deputies of Berlin have agreed not to appoint any Jew as physical 
to the poor. . This is again a proof of my former observatieh 
that emancipation can by no means be expected to proc 
from Berlin. And what are the reasons on whose virtue they 
rely? A physician is often to supply the place of a curate 
there are the Christians who must first be provided for, ere 9) 


Jewcan obtain an appointment. Indeed! Then the consolation gi 


Christian lips, whieh have often, perhaps, nothing Christiaa, except 
by birth and baptism. Thus all depends only on providing 
for; and merit is not to be taken at all into considerate” 
Thus we.sce here merely repeated what most recent nat 
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has taught us: in times of need only one is so humane as | 3. The first two Books of 


not to ch any difference—so, for instance, when the cholera 

in Berlin, 

w physicians of many districts of the city; then Jews even 
thanks—addresses for their disinterested exertions, not 
| yithout sacrifices. — And, if any thing similar to the cholera 
should happen again, no doubt one would not hesitate to send 
jews again into the fire. Well, then! would any one wish to 
™ }o born a German Jew, or even a Berlin-German Jew? Not 


me Berlin city deputies have still so many cousins running about 
Be chose provision is their first care ! 


kKénicsserc, 10TH December (Bremer Zeitung).—Dr, 
M Falksohn is the name of the Israelitish physician, who havin 

Se jcen betrothed to a young Christian lady, the daughter of a very 
: | respectable ship-broker, intends carrying his intention of an inter- 
m vixed marriage before the highest court. But it is beyond all 
Me doubt, that neither the authorities of this place, nor the clerical 
| ministry, possess by any means the power of legalising such a 
™ marriage, Besides, there could hardly be found a rabbi or a-cler- 


Israclite and a Christian. 


7 q society for improving the chaunting in the Synagogue. 


@ able journal, in quoting a paragraph from the “ Algemeine 
m Zeitung des Judenthums,” which contains several petitions of some 
= Prussian cities in favour of the emancipation, adds the following 
m remarks: “* We do not deceive ourselves in maintaining, that a 


@ the deed of many honorable members of the Stéindische Chambers 


me the citizen in the Jew. This was also proved by the whole 
m@ Chamber of Deputies in 1836, when it was a matter of dis- 
m cussion to extend the social and political limits which had been 
me 0 closely and anxiously drawn around the Jews by the Chamber 
inthe year 1828.” 


- Wurtemburg need not be postponed to their co-religionists in other 


a fested by them; their religious worship has been much improved 


Their elementary schools can challenge those of the Christians. 


*cknowledged throughout. An orphan institution that has lately 
m “sen from amidst them is now greatly flourishing. Their 
a ‘ons comply, like the Christians, with the duties of. military 
me “vice, Like Christians, they take to all branches of civil in- 
Be dustry ; and many of them devote themselves with the best success 


state 
= "© members of the different associations and unions in the 


without regretting any sacrifice, furnishes the best proof 
their social endeavours. 


The “ Aloome; 
cording gemeine 


} (both publ 


Zeitung des Judenthums” contains a ukase, 

to which the whole instruction of the Russian youth 

tions Ci and private) is to be conducted according to regula- 
eed | ished in 60th paragraph. In reference to which we do not 

bean it as uninteresting to enumerate the different Hebrew 

#F €s Which are to be taught in both classes of the Talmud-Torah: 

dn the F irst Class of the Talmud-Torah— 

reading, with and without vowel-points ; writing in 

9 T ebrew characters. | 

The Hebrew prayers, 


AND WORKING MAN'S FRIEND. 


then one was humane enough to appoint Jews 


en a poor physician to. the poor can he become, because the | 


yman who would attend such—the marriage ceremony of am | 


WURTEMBURG, December (Private Correspondence).— || 
The bookseller Von Hess, in Elwangen, is about to establish a | 


Kingdom of Wurtemburg, April.—The “Spectator,” a very ||. 


me like sense for Christian virtue, a like sense for right and truth is 
me prevailing in Wurtemburg. This was proved by the word and 


® inthe year 1828, when they intended* to honour the man and. || 


With equal assurance we may also maintain, that the Jews of | 
German states. A lively spirit of progress is everywhere mani- 


a both with respect to dignity and decency, as well as propriety 
a of behaviour, under the superintendence of the CHURCHWARDENS. 


a Lheir charity, respecting their provision for the poor, has been | 


- ‘clentific studies, though their appointment in the service of the — 
is still very precarious. The readiness with which they be- 


71 


Moses, with translation, and the 


Commentary of Rashi. 

4, Mishnah; Treat. Sabbath, or Sabbath with Rashi’s Com- 
mentary. 

II. For the Second Class of the Talmud-Torah— : 

1. Bible; the five Books of Moses; the books of Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel, Kings; the Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah ; 
the Psalms, the Proverbs of Solomon, and the Book of — 

Esther, with Rashi’s Commentary, 
2. Mishnah; Treat. Berachoth (on prayer); Seder Moéd (on 
holidays); Seder Nesekim (on Old Testament law); Sedér 
Kedushim (on the Divine service and the rite), with the 
Commentary of Bartenura. 

3. Gemarah: Treat. Bezah (on the feast), and Succah (on the 
feast of Tabernacles) ; Pesachim (on the feast of Pesach), 
with the respective commentaries and explanations (Rashi, 

 Tosephoth, and Rosh). 
4. Shulchan-Orach, Orach Chayim, Simonim, 1—110, 
46—127, 153—190, 202—216, 242—345 (on prayers © 
9. The reading of Sedrah and Haphtorah (portions taken from 
the Five Books of Moses and the Prophets, for every 
_ Sabbath of the year), with Rashi; the ethics of the 
Fathers, or any other moral book sanctioned by the 


-FRANKFORT-ON-THE-MAINE.—The nineteenth report of the 
| Frankfort Society for “ furthering industry among the Israelites,” 
_ shows again a most delightful result. The number of apprentices 
|| supported by this Society amounts now to five hundred and sixty-— 
} seven ; of whom are two hundred and eighty-four from the Grand © 
Duchy of Hesse, ninety-three from Kurhesse, seventy-eight from 

Nassau, thirty-seven from the Landgrafschaft of Hesse, twenty 
from Bavaria, and fifty-five from Frankfort-on-the-Maine. Besides, — 
| there were twenty-five individuals assisted, for the purpose of 


| seventeen orphans received monthly stipends. Nine young men 
| were assisted in establishing themselves with a sum of 353 florins. . 
| The Society is also gratified to state, that not one of the appren- 

tices, supported and inspected by them, has left his master. : 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
TREATMENT OF THE Jews IN PoLAND.—Warsaw, May 
|| 15.—An ordinance of the Council of Administration directs, that 
after the Ist of July this year, no Jew of either sex should be per- 
mitted to have a public house in the villages, nor to manufacture, 
| distil, or sell any home-made liquors, either under their own names 
| or the names of others as partners, factors, or assistants; nor 
after that day shall any Jew reside in a public house, distillery, or 
brewhouse.— Morning Chronicle, May 27. Le 


According to a recent census of the Russian empire, it appears 
that the population consists of 62,500,000 souls, of whom 
2,000,000 are Tartars (Mahomedans), and 182,000 Jews.— 

Illustrated London News, 


Among the subscribers to the fund for the relief of the family 


| Baron Meyer de Rothschild, 50/.; D. Salomons, Esq., ; 
—§.L. de Symons, Esq., 20. 2s. ; and Jacob Waley, jun., Esq., — 
Il. 1s. | 


We hear from a source on which we consider reliance can be 
placed, that a cotton factory is about to be established in Jerusa- 
lem, under the patronage of Sir Moses Montefiore ; and that an 
inhabitant of the’Holy City is now in London for the purpose. 
It is intended that the workmen should be Israelites, and the 
children are to be apprenticed to learn the art of weaving cotton, — 
which grows plentifully in that part of the world, and which has 
| hitherto been exported to France, &c., for manufacture, 


travelling ; the expense of instruction was paid for fourteen, and = 


of the late Thomas Hood, are the following Jewish gentlemen :— 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


Jews’ Hospitrat, Mite-Enp.—The Anniversary Dinner of 
this Institution took place at the London Tavern on Monday last ; 
on which occasion his Royal Highness, the Duke of Cambridge, 
the Patron of the Charity, presided, supported on his right by 
Baron A. de Rothschild, and on his left by Sir Moses Montefiore, 


F.R.S., High Sheriff of the county of Kent, and having at his 


table Major Moore, D. Salomons, Esq., Aaron Asher Goldsmid, 


Esq , D. W. Wire, Esq., Dennis Samuel, Esq., Simon Samuel, 


_Esq., Aaron Joseph, Esq., S. H. Ellis, Esq., and many other 


gentlemen of the highest respectability. __ ee 
Dinner being ended, grace was said in a most solemn and im- 
pressive manner by the Rev. A. Barnett, minister of the Syna- 


gogue, Great St. Helen’s, which seemed to rivet the attention of | 


all present ; and the usual loyal toasts having been given and re- 


sponded to in a most enthusiastic manner, the children and young 


mechanics maintained, educated, and trained to habits of industry 


within the walls of the hospital, paraded the room ; the latter 
carrying samples of various handicrafts, executed in a manner 


_ which reflects credit on the Institution and the several masters. 
_ An appropriate ode was delivered in English by Sylvia Levy, a 
little girl eleven years of age (and who has been but two years in 


the Institution), in a manner that gives promise of future ex- | 
—cellence, and deservedly elicited general and well merited appro- | 
g recitor receiving substantial proofs of the truth 


bation—the youn 


of our remarks. 
The several reports of 


chairman appealed to the meeting, stating that he would not be 
satisfied unless the list reached £2,000; and, as an example, her 


Royal Highness, the Duchess of Cambridge, would subscribe £10. © 
The most deafening applause, which followed this announcement, — 
was succeeded by increased subscriptions; and Jew and Christian 
vied with each other in giving effect to the royal recommendation. | 
The final amount of donations was announced to be £2,020. 
Among the contributors were his Royal Highness, £20; his 
amiable Duchess, £10; Baron A. de Rothschild, President, || 


_ 50 guineas; the Baroness A. de Rothschild, £10 10s.; various 
members of the. Rothschild family, £25 each; Frederick Hart, 
Esq. V.P., 5 guineas ; Aaron Asher Goldsmid, Esq., the munificent 


gift of £100 for training lads as ministers of religion ; George || 
- Byng, Esq., 5 guineas; Benjamin Williams, Esq., 5 guineas, by || 


the hand of the royal patron; Luke I. Hansard, Esq., £30; 


‘Messrs. Baring, Brothers, 10 guineas ; London and Westminster 
Bank, five guineas; and, though last not least, £1,000, pursuant 

to the will of the late Mr. Arnold. The evening was enlivened by 
_ the singing of Messrs. Sloman, Machin, H. Gear, and Frances. _ 


Sociery FOR THE RetieF or Distressep PeRrsons.— 


This society, founded and mainly supported by members of the 


_ Jewish working class, has for its object the granting of assistance — 


_ to persons overtaken by temporary distress, and grants pensions to 
poor widows, three being now pensioners on the funds of the 
charity. Established but a very few months, it has nevertheless 
distributed not less than 100/. to deserving objects. It having 
been determined to present Mr. A. Davis, for his exertions in 


behalf of the society, with a Written Mark of Respect, a dinner was || 


given by the founders and committee, at their house in Kirb 

‘Street, Matton Garden, on Tuesday last, which was both numer- 
ously and respectably attended. The novel and magnificent work- 
manship of the frame, which was manufactured by Mr. M. Mayers, 
of Tottenham Court Road, convinces us of the rapid strides which 


mechanism is making among our brethren. Great praise is also 
due to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. M. Benjamin. 


Baron Lionel de Rothschild, Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, Bart., 
‘Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S., and Augustus Goldsmid, Esq., 
were presented at the Levee held on Tuesday last at St. James's 
Palace, in honour of Her Majesty's birth-day. 


We notice, by Tuesday’s Gazette, that Sir I. L. Goldsmid, Bart., 
has been appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of the county of Middlesex, 


donations having been read by Aaron 
Joseph and 8. H. Ellis, Esqs., amounting to £1,960, the illustrious — 


place at Magdalen Hall Assembly Rooms, Great 


leading feature relating to the system of divine worship had 
however, been anticipated; and that a circular would be issued 


minutes, and that the meeting do adjourn until after the ney 


for his advocacy of liberal principles, the meeting adjourned, — 


of England here tell us that yow, &c., should be said in ay. 


it is strange that at the Great and Hambro’ Synagogues, where th 7 


‘dare not presume to question the opinion of the learned Beth- 
| Din, though we find the Jy {nw at variance with them. Th 
(Accustom yourselves to read prayers 
audibly; for the raising of the voice awakens our attention): 
| but we must express an opinion as to the evasive wording of the 


Hamsro’ SynacocuE, FEN 
Dahl, from Coblenz, who is a candidate for the vacant reader 
ship, will read divine service this Sabbath Evening, and to-mortov ia 


| meeting and its object. We shall, however, deem it our duty 
narrowly to watch the proceedings. 


indeed, a splendid affair at Covent Garden Theatre on Wednest 


Synacocue, Great St. HELEN’s.—A meeting of the 
several members of the New Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s 

Prescott-stregy 
the 
ted to the Vestry 


on Sunday last, to receive the official reply t 
agreed to on the 4th, and which had been presen 
on the 12th of the present month (May), 


Mr. ABRAHAM HARRIS in the Chair, 
The reply acknowledges the receipt of the memorial ; and stato 
that it had been placed on the table for consideration ; tha, 


relating thereto.* This reply having been read to the meeting, it wa, 
resolved :—‘* That the answer be received andj recorded on th 


meeting of the vestry, for the purpose of receiving the decisioy 
of the board ;” and a vote of thanks having been passed to the 
chairman for the urbanity of his conduct while in the chair, anj 


The circularabove referred tois a curious document. The Dayanim 


lemn manner. Thanks to the Dayanim for this their “ authoritative 
opinion!” Thanks to the heads of the New Synagogue for~ 
having elicited this important point of law through their consult. 
ing the Beth-Din! For who ever knew before the issue of this _ 
circular that 5sow* pow must be said in asolemn manner? Ye 


learned Dayanim alternately attend divine service, their “ autho- 
ritative opinion” is not at all regarded, and the people are per. 
mitted in their ignorance to read most prayers audibly. We 


circular, which appears. to have been studiously dictated to the 7% 
poor Dayanim, so as to avoid every point which the memorialists 
touch upon. Surely the memorialists did not object to the s- 
lemnity of the prayer, but what they asked for was, “that the 
responses should be said audibly,” and the reply to this pout 
was “carefully avoided.” 


CHURCH-STREET.—Mr. Leopold 


morning, at the above Synagogue. | nite pe 

With that spirit of fairness which ought to characterise a public 
Journal, we have acceded to the request of the Rev. T. T.Crybbac® 
A.M., to insert the advertisement in this number, headed “ Be ee 
storation of the Jewish nation.” Beyond the ‘insertion of this 2 
advertisement, we disavow any connection with the intende 


d by the 
press 
It was, 
day 


We feel bound to acknowledge the courtesy exercise 
Council of the Anti-Corn Law League in forwarding to us 
admissions to witness the close of the Free Trade Bazaar. 
evening last, and the tasteful and liberal arrangements ¢ = 
evening reflect the highest credit on those who superintende 
magnificent entertainment. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


T THE 


SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES AT 


WEST LONDON SYNAGOGUE OF BRITISH 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. — 

Sir,—An article appeared in the ‘* Voice ’’ last week, respect 
ing the solemnization of marriages in the West London Cong” 


* The circular was inserted in our last number. 
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m Astothis letter itself, about which there has been so much 
 misrepresentation, we believe that it was merely in consequence | 
me of the Registrar General not having been informed of the fact, 
that the marriage in the West London. Synagogue of British Jews || 
had, in this particular instance, been preceded by a marriage 
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gation of British Jews, which contains as many mistakes as 


It is not true that any application has been made by that con- 
tion to the Government, with the view of inducing it to 


& enforce’ the President of the Board of Deputies to certify the Rey. 


Mr. Marks to be the Secretary of a Synagogue; nor is there the 
least ground to suppose that any question has been raised before 


he Registrar-General as to the course adopted by the congrega- 


tion in re-solemnizing, according to the Jewish rites (as had pre- 
viously been done in at least one instance of a marriage between 
persons of the highest respectability, by the minister of Duke’s- 
lace Synagogue), a marriage which has already been solemnized 
before the registrar. 
On the contrary, the fact that this course has invariably been 


adopted by the West London Synagogue has long been known to | 


the legal advisers of the Government, and not the slightest ob- 


jection against it has ever heen communicated to the congregation 
As to the word ‘‘ Felony,”’ we.might as well call the article on 


which we are commenting ‘‘ felonious,” as we believe it to be 


“ibellous ;” and we think that the “Voice” exceeded its | 
usual want of caution when it hinted a doubt as to the applica- | 
| bility of such a term to the minister of the West London Syna- 


gogue, and, be it remembered, to the minister of the Duke's-place 
Synagoque also (for, in this respect, they have both taken pre- 


cisely the same course), a course to which, we repeat—on better | 
foundation than the rumour which the “ Voice’’ has heard about | 


the Registrar-General’s letter to Sir Moses Montefiore—that 
there has not been and cannot be any legal objection. 


before the registrar. 

London, May 27, 1845, | 

BURTON STREET CONGREGATION, 
(Concluded from page 111.) 


= ‘There are many devices in the heart of man; nevertheless the counsel of | 


the Lord shall abide.” = 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle 

Sir,—As I am now bringing these miscellaneous letters to a 

conclusion, though not in the habit of paying compliments, 

I cannot resist thanking you for your straight-forward policy in 


allowing differences of opinion a fair discussion, and erroneous — 


impressions to be thus corrected. Such even-handed justice 


oe ‘ust win you respect from those who may differ from you, as — 
me YU have acted on that golden rule for human conduct (nans) 


02 v7?) thow shalt love thy neighbour as thyself; and with 
‘incerity I say, Go on and prosper. This conduct, I apprehend, 
must render the Chronicle popular, because there is no one- 


sided dealing ; and whilst its columns are not an arena for angry 


discussions, but merely the medium for a temperate and phi- 
losophical examination of controverted points, it serves the cause 
of our common faith better than it would otherwise do, by any 
Contrary conduct. 
1 vithout further preface, I will briefly submit the contents of 
‘he fifth and last volume of the ritual of the Burton Street Con- 
be aaa which bears, on the title-page, the names of two editors, 
the Rev. D. W. Marks, and the Rev. A. Léwy, and is devoted to 
ie ag for various occasions. The contents are as follows : 
Mo. Evening prayer for axa mywn (ninth day of Ab). 2. 
P ey service for ditto. 3. Evening service for the same. 
Servic, WS Service for m*273 (fast of Gedaliah). 5. Morning 
for nava (tenth day of Tebeth). 6. Morning 
ice for Nona wwy myaw (the seventeenth day of Tammuz). 
for na (circumcision). 8. Redemption of 
st-born (jan jy1p). 9. Service for naming a girl. 10. 


Burial service. 11. Prayer for mourners, 12.'Prayer said by the 


minister on the Sabbath after the funeral. i 
Hence it will be obvious to every unprejudiced brother, that 
our Burton-street co-religionists, in observing these fasts, prove 
that they have not rejected all rabbinical authority, although they 
give the preference to the dicta of the law (myn); particularly 
when any usage seems opposed to the infallible injunctions of 


that holiest and best authority. Remember, Sir, that now-a-days 


men require substantial reasons in the place of mere assertions, 


however such assertions are sanctified by the rust of antiquity ; 


and that we are not to compromise the high privilege of 
intellectual beings, by the mere dread of any theological anathema. 
Believing this to be the case, I will recapitulate the object of 
these papers; viz. to prove that the Burton-street Congregation 
had been much and unjustly traduced, and that innovations were 
charged upon them which had no other reality than as the 


mental offspring of some utter bigots ; the charge being, in fact, - 
a sort of moral incubus! But as I regard the readers of the 


Chronicle as an enlightened jury, I entreat them not to be 


indifferent or supine when so much injury must result to our 
present anomalous state of our Jewish 


common cause, by the 
ecclesiastical affairs. Let then all honest, upright, thinking Jews, 


| unite together that all differences may be adjusted; let the first 
act of such a holy league be, to use every effort to have the obnoxious . 

~ document, the Herem (excommunication), recalled and cancelled; _ 
and, in particular, let us all remember, that schism is sureto weaken 
our own cause, and render us less respectable in the estimation of | 

If we require any practical illue- 
tration of the truth of this, a retrospective glance at our past — 
history will render these statements but obvious truisms. I 
neither wish to denounce nor to criminate; but [ cannot help | 
exclaiming, Woe, woe to those whose selfish pride or inflated 
vanity, be they the orthodox, or be they seceders, who would not 
use means to heal the wounds which Judaism has received by the 
difference which now exists. Let those who make great pro-— 
fessions of zeal for our ancient faith, recollect the fatal conse- 
Solomon, when the 

| haughtiness and contumacy of Rehoboam split his kingdom in 

| twain, and this one act became the predisposing cause of the 
| ultimate distinction of our nationality. Had this presumptuous 
scion of the house of David manifested zeal for God and His 
Laws, he would not have driven so large a portion of his people 
to become enemies, instead of friends; and who, from mere self-— 


the liberal of other creeds. 


quence of division after the death of King 


preservation, and a consciousness of spiritual equality, gave the 


watch-word for rebellion, ‘* To thy tents, O Israel!”’ Finally, let 
| it be regarded as an axiom, that it is only the half-informed who 
act vindictively, or the ignorant alone who persecute, where — 


difference of opinion exists. Nor should we be in doubt as to the 
ultimate triumph of truth, as this divine quality is so deeply 


impressed on our religion, that we need not fear its being injured 


under any circumstances. So strong is the power and endurance 


|| of this truth which our faith imparts, that we can hold fellow-— 


ship with the good of every creed, without the slightest com- 


promise to our own, or the probability of any one of its funda- 


mental principles being implicated or jeopardised. If such is the 
case, in reference to those not of the Jewish faith, how can we 
be spiritually compromised by holding social and religious com- 


munion with our brethren of Burton-street, who deeply venerate 


every thing holy in our religion, and whose devotional acts are 


| marked with so much sanctity and piety, that many who regard 


themselves as orthodox, would do well to imitate them? The only 
palpable difference, between the Burton-street Congregation and 
ourselves, is in the non-observance of the second days; and is 
this an insuperable barrier to our re-uniting as one %& 


earthly type of the UNITY we all adore? I think not. Remove 


‘the undeserved ban of excommunication, and let the peace-makers 


bestir themselves, and this result would be sure to follow. 

It may be asked what has been the cui bono of these letters of 
Concintator? My reply is a simple and obvious one—they 
have shown that much misrepresentation and misunderstanding 


body—an_ 
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we will not join with its enemies. — 
who publicly avow their opinions, give proof of much courage ; | 
and are therefore on that account entitled to respect. It would 
be exceedingly unjust to unite with their adversaries, or with — 
those who have become hostile through motives that are but | 
partially avowed, It is much to be regretted that the war of the | 
pen which has taken place on this subject in Germany, should. 
have too frequently degenerated into personalities, in which truth || 
. second meeting will be held 

at Frankfort, a.m., on the 15th of next month. We have before 
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has resulted, because there has not been any channel by which 
they could be fairly met'to be discussed; and if found untenable, 
then to be treated as either intentional or as unintentional 
charges, originating in the zeal or ultra-piety of those who may 
have made them. These letters have been therefore undertaken 


to do justice to a number of honourable and respectable men, 


whose motives for secession (if the minor differences could con- 


stitute them such) can only be known to the Author of us all; 


and in them it has been shown that it would have been more 
honourable, and more in accordance with the spirit of Judaism, 
if there had not been such implicit credence given to mere 
ex-parte assertions, and had the actual difference been fairly inves- 
tigated before condemning or excusing. I have not, however, 
the vanity to suppose that these hurried communications (which 


have been sent the day on which they have been written) will 


render the service to the cause which my better feelings 
have prompted, and my veneration for the holy and _ irre- 


fragable truths of our religion may have led me to antici- | 
pate; but I have one consolation—that as I have a con- 
stitutional antipathy for all kinds of persecution, I have made my 


protest against that worst kind—the odium theologicum so un- 


justly adopted against the members of the Burton-street Congre- 


with great Pespect, yours, &e., 
Brighton, March 9th, 5605 (1845). CONCILIATOR. 


resorted to by this crew, by throwing ballast into the 


ARCHIVES ISRAELITES, For May. 


Turs excellent journal continues to maintain its high reputation, |} 
and has many articles of great Jewish interest in the present 
number. Upon the all-engrossing subject of the meeting of the 
- German Rabbins, which is to take place on the 15th of next month, 


our contemporary remarks, “ Without in any way denying the || Rabbins should have been so general, and should not have entered intoa 
) detailed examination of the several questions announced for discussion 

at the next Frankfort meeting. That a protest was imperatively called for 

against an assembly who propound schemes so wild and so destructive of 


great utility of these public discussions, they do not, however, 
create in us much enthusiasm; because we prefer acts rather 


than discussions which are not followed by effects. But since — 
this meeting has excited much scandal, which is not confined to 


Germany only, but displays itself also in Hungary and in Holland, 
It appears to us that Rabbins, 


can reap no victory. - . . 


us an appeal addressed to the German Rabbins by the committee, 


comprising, M. Leopold Stein, Rabbin of Frankfort; Dr. Form- 
—stecher, Rabbin of Offenbach; Dr. S. Adler, Rabbin of Alzei; 


and Dr. A. Adler, Preacher of Worms. i Meroe 
The object of this appeal is to invite those Rabbins who are 


anxious to take part at the meeting, and to solicit them to make | 
known their intention to Dr. Stern and to inform him of the proposi- — 


tions they are desirous of supporting; so that all necessary 


arrangements be made, and that the Rabbins may find no. 
diticulty concerning their residence at Frankfort. . . . Since 
writing the above we have received a protest, in Hebrew and 


German, bearing seventy-six signatures of Rabbins; the greater 
part of whom are unknown, even in Germany. We observe, 
however, the name of Dr. N. M. Adler, Rabbin elect of London, 
who figures the second on the list; also Dr. Sampson Hirsch of 
Emden, known by his //oreb, and other retrograde works ; and 
Dr. Auerbach of Darmstadt. They oppose the slightest reforms 
in the ‘Talmudical regulations, The following passage appears to 
us the most remarkable in the composition, ‘ But they tell you, 
dear Brethren, that Judaism is approaching its ruin, from which 


nothing can save it but promoting reforms and easing it of its 


burdens. In truth, we ought not, and we will not conceal from 


you that the defection from the doctrine of God, which e 
unhappily spread through all the ranks of Israel, canno 

regarded but as a distressing spectacle by every one who 

remained faithful to his creed, and interests himself for 
being of his co-religionists, and, above all, by those whose functig 
it is to teach the faith and watch over its support. To al] tw 
the sorrowful scene which is depicted must awaken in | 
sense of the irresistible necessity of employing every m 
arrest the progress of the evil. But in the tem 
threatens the vessel of Judaism, see what these pilots, so greed 
for reform, would attempt, in order to save the bark from 


the well. 


Cans to 


| foundering. Do they have recourse to the first means attem 


by those on board with Jonah? Do they pray with fervour and 
excite others to the same godly act who are buried jn sleep ? 
No. They seek their safety in imitating the second mean 


lighten the vessel. They cast over one paternal custom after 


the other, one divine law after the other,’ &c., &c. 
Thus the opponents do not deny the evil; but they are ny 


agreed as to the remedy. ‘They, however, consider the mog 


minute rabbinical precepts to be as obligatory as those of th 


Bible; and they do not hold, as secondary, those precepts which 


-\) are thus.considered by the anti-talmudists. Whilst in the samo 
country the friends of Jewish Reform, at Berlin. and at Cologne, 
|| wish to abide by the Bible and to abandon the belief of a material 

Messianic restoration ; others cling to the most trifling customs, 
|| It is for the good sense and the wisdom of Jewish theologians 
to decide upon what is to be effected for the interests of truth and 

| [Without in any way participating in the remarks or criticisms of ow 


respected contemporary, we cannot but regret, In common with many of 


our breihren devoted to our holy faith, that the protest of the orthodox 


the principles of Judaism, as those of mixed marriages, the abolition of al 
prayers relating to Messiah, and the restoration to Judea, &c., &c., no true 
Israelite can for a moment question. But in protesting against these sinful 


| doctrines, the Rabbins would have .done wisely to have argued dis- 


passionately the different points, with the view of conceding where safe and 


- practicable, and of dissuading where concession would prove injurious to 
the interests of Judaisin. 


The very admission of the Rabbins “that 
apostasy is spreading through all the ranks of Israel,’’ suggests very grave 


 yeflections upon the necessity of doing something, and-that too, im- 
mediately, to keep together the flock of Israel in one fold, But we very 
much fear, from the prevailing spirit, not only in Germany, but in England 

-also—though, thank God, in greater moderation—that the implied deter — 


mination on the part of the orthodox Rabbins to leave matters as they are, 
and toamend nothing, will be productive of the most serious evils.—Ep.J.C:] 


REVIEW. 


| Three more Letters to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canter: 


bury, on the Culpability and unauthorised Presumption of the 
Gentile Christian Church in requiring the Jew to forsake the 
Law of Moses. ky the Rev. Joun Oxvee, Rector of 
Molesworth, Huntingdon. Hatchard, Piccadilly ; and Paintet 
Strand. 
(Continued from page 167.) 


_A Few considerations of the argument. based on the plural form 


of the word “ Elohim,” in favour of a Trinity, may not be out?’ 
place in this notice; although the author of ‘ The Letters 


| deduces from the word “ Elohim” nothing further than 4 testis 


mony to the polytheistic belief* of the patriarchs of the world 
The appellative or common noun “ Elohim” is, in scripture, 


applied, not only.to the Lord of the world, but also to the fanel : 
gods of the idolaters, and to created beings, whether human 0 


angelical: all of which were, respectively, recognised as powers 
or possessed of powers (MOx= bx, from the root dix, to be strong, 


as na from ni; see Fiirst and Gesenius); whereas the Tetra 


* A belief in many gods, 


them 


pest which 
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maton,* pronounced Adonai, is, so to speak, the proper 
applied to the one Lord of the universe, 
alone the Israelites are bound to worship and to fear lovingly. 

From the form of the appellative Elohim it does not follow that 
MF hose who use it attach a plurality to the being thereby repre- 
MD cated. In no language does the grammatical number of a 
noun form the sure criterion by which to judge of the numerical 
Be guality attributed to the object which the word is intended to 


; | beyond our own vernacular language, nor from our present 
Be subject. Whoever were to deduce his notion of the Godhead 
Me fom the term under which the Eternal appears in a Bible 
@! written by English Trinitarians, would never derive from the 
Se frm of the word God or the Lord, in the singular, the doctrine 
me ofa plurality in God; still, as we know, the Trinitarian has the 
me notion of a plurality in his mind, while he uses the selfsame 
ms singular form God or Lord, with which the English Jew 
Me designates the absolute one Creator of heaven and earth. Thus 
me again, ina multitude of instances, it will .be found that an object 


® the plural form in another language ; although the numerical 


q to what is taught of the Elohim, the God of Israel, ere we come 
fe toa conclusion, nothing is more certain than the triumph of the 
® Unitarian over the Trinitarian doctrine, as far as the teachings of 


= would suppose, that because the common terms for ‘‘ Master,” 
“Owner,” Ruler,” in Hebrew, have the plural form in 


mee Dy master, ruler, or owner? If Englishmen style the vice- 

@ governor of an Indian Province “ Nabob,” which is a plural, is it 
me decause they (or the Indians, from whom the English have 
f borrowed the term) suppose a plurality of individuals in every 


a where the Israelites were established by divine might (and, even 


a and hence applicable to the ‘ powers,” sacred and profane, 
m ‘ecognised by the people of the land, so emphatically is the 
ee ineffable Adonai (a singular to all intents and purposes) that 
name which the God of Israel revealed to Moses, with the com- 
m “and to proclaim it before the children of Israel in Egypt. 
a] Had the Lord of All revealed Himself to Moses in three distinct 


“ould undoubtedly have enquired, what are their names ?§ and 


a en would undoubtedly have received from the Fountain of 
‘uth, the 


me three Hy 
oly 


a | Of Isaac, and of Jacob 


postases severally ; instead of which we know only one 


The word 


a abund d of four letters Iod, He, Vau, He. The Jews have been 
> ref tidicuied for the awe with which they abstain from pronouncing 


on ay ed Name ; but ridicule attaches itself deservedly to those who do, 
occasions, pr 


clare to he ineffable. 


cune in Aten sp the word Blasebaly in German, bellows in English ; 
things oF ; ms cradle in English; to say nothing of words representing 
| darkness jp E,, Hot subject to numeration by the senses; for instance, 
nglish, tenébres in French; and innumerable others. The 
Magisteae sees in English is applied to one individual, in German, 

t The ays refers to a plurality of individuals, p | 
Grammar, Ural js used in India as a respectful distinction. Sir W. Jones’s 

fw 0 the Persian Language, p. 26. 

at is his name?” Exod, iii, 13. 


represent. To illustrate this proposition, we need not travel — 


4 quality of the object represented cannot, in the least, be changed | 
m by such diversity.f But if the bare form of the substantive does | 
Me not decide the question of plurality or unity ; and if we must refer | 


® the Hebrew scriptures are taken for a guide, since the idea of a | 
@ divine plurality is never mentioned in Holy Writ, but to be | 
m denounced; whereas, the unity of the Lord is declared and | 
f inculcated by the most powerful sanctions of the Law. Who | 


substances (or subsistencies, or persons, or hypostases), Moses_ 


distinct names applicable, without confusion, to the. 


“ return, after this digression, to the Rev. Mr. Oxlee. “* The 


® designated in one idiom by a word in the singular, may appear in || 


“Nayib truly, therefore, as the appellative “ Elohim” was the |} 
m common property of the language vernacular in the regions — 


fm beyond Canaan, in Phoenicia, whence it spread as far as Carthage), 


ineffable name expressive of one Lord, the God of Abraham, 


onounce a name which, in moments of enthusiasm, they | 


second importapé Christian d 
recommended by the learned author to the children of Israel, is 
that of “the Incarnation,”* involving the admission of the 
historical fact ‘‘ of the manifestation of God in the flesh” during 
the troublous days of Herod the Idumman. In this case, as in 


that of the Trinity, the reverend gentleman candidly admits that — 


the proffered doctrine is alien to the Judaism of scripture: in 
explicit language he fairly acknowledges that “* this article of the 


Christian creed is peculiar to Christianity ;” that “the ancient — 
patriarchs and prophets of Israel knew nothing of a God in- 


carnate; they neither contemplated nor anticipated any such 
event ; that the Jews had formed no special idea, nor cherished 
the slightest expectation of God Himself appearing in the flesh 


|| under the character of their King Messiah, or of His (God's) 


assuming human nature.’ 


_ ‘Still here again, as in the case of the Trinity, we are assured — 
that, if we chose, we might find warrant for an acquiescence in 
the doctrine of the Incarnation, among the sayings “of the 


Jewish fathers.” But might not the reverend author have antici- 
pated our queries? How could “ the Jewish fathers” expect their 
sons to give ear to the enunciation of a dogma ‘‘ neither contem- 


plated nor anticipated by the ancient patriarchs and prophets of | 


Israel’? Why was the declaration of this truth (if truth it were) 


reserved to become ‘‘a part of that glorious appendix which was | 


subjoined to the law of Moses by the promulgation of the 


Gospel”? Was it, perhaps, because the sons of Jacob were not_ 
spiritually minded enough to conceive the sublimity of a dogma ~ 
in which the Hindoos (according to whom Vishnu became incar- | _ 
nate in Krishna), the Thibetans (who admit their Dalai Lama to _ 
be a god incarnate), the Japanese (who do the same honour to 
their Dairi), &c., found and find not the least difficulty? Why 

| should particularly those “to whom were entrusted the oracles of 
| God” be too blunt of sense, “through the hardness of their — 
m passages, where only one such individual is alluded to, the sacred || 
me penmen supposed a plurality in unity, in the case of every or of | 


hearts,” to understand the things of God ? In truth, the reverend 


gentleman is not over confident of the support he seeks at the 
hands of the very “Jewish fathers” whom he invokes: the 


utmost he promises himself to obtain from them, is the grant of 
‘‘such transcendent honours and titles’ for the King Messiah, 
‘‘ags to warrant the assertion that, with the Jewish fathers, the 


delineation of his character makes him all but a God.” But, 
alas, what an immensity is veiled by that all but! What a 
distance from a God! “Quanto é dalle stelle al basso Inferno!" — 


«6 As far as from the stars to the depth of Hell!” 


What is it, indeed, that the Darshanim, or Midrashists,t “ the 
Jewish fathers,” alluded to, predicate of the King Messiah, the 


force of which should lend an authority to the doctrine of the 


Incarnation ? It is, in substance, the frequently mentioned pre- 


existence of the Messiah. A Messiah, whose origin is ante-— 
mundane,{ and who is, nevertheless, to appear on earth at some 
period or other, must have, it would seem, a nature susceptible of © 


that change which is termed Incarnation—he must become flesh 


from having been a spirit. ‘This is the position and the whole — 
argument on which the Rev. Mr.Oxlee bases his assumed similarity. 


between the Christian dogma in question, and the mystical 
opinion of the Darshanim, to which we have just alluded. ~ 
We turn to a passage in the Midrash Mishie,§ on which we may 


look as classical for our subject, and wherein is to be found all 
that the Darshanim have pronounced on antemundane existences. | 


It runs thus :—“ Seven things were created before the creation of 
the world ; they are these, Ist. the throne of glory ; as it is said, 
‘Thy throne is established of old; thou art from everlasting 
(Ps. xciii. 2). 2nd. The King Messiah; as it is said, ‘ His name 
shall endure for ever,’ &c. (Ps. Ixxvii.17). 3rd. The law; as it 


iy said, ‘The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 


4 Three More Letters,” p. 67, et seq. ne 2 
+The difference that does exist between the Darshanim and the Mi- 
drashists, is immaterial to our present inquiry. 
t More remote than the time of the creation of the world. 
- § Allegorical exposition of the Book of Proverbs, 
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ogma,” the adoption of which is . 
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c. (Prov. viii. 99). 4th. Israel; , as it is said, Remember thy | 
which thou hast purchased of old,’ (Ps, xxiii. 2). 


5th. The temple ; as it is said, ‘A glorious high throne from the 


beginning is the place of our sanctuary ’ (Jer. x xvii. 12), 6th, 

Repentance; as it is said, ‘ Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world: even 
from éverlasting to everlasting thou art God. Thou turnest man 
— to destruction, and sayest, Return, ye children of men’ (Ps. xc. 
2,3). 7th. Gehinnom ;*sas itis said ; 
of old,’ &c. (Isaiah xxx. 33). "Midrash Mishle, chap. viii. verse 
9, We shall not stop to examine in how far the sentences of the 
Midrash are borne out by the scriptural texts which we find 
appended : the Midrashim, like other allegories, claim the utmost 
latitude in this particular. Of the doctrines themselves we 
say, de deux choses l'une.t Fither the Midrash quoted above 
is to be taken in its obvious sense, as the Rev. Mr. Oxlee takes that 
portion of it alluding to the Messiah; and, if so, the doctrine of 
‘the incarnation becomes a truth, not only of the King Messiah, 

but of the whole of Israel, since the Messiah and Israel stand in 


the same category, as ante-mundane existences, which would » 


clearly prove far too much for the Christian dogma of the incarn- 
ation of the Messiah. If, on the other hand, we may dispense 
_ with believing literally the doctrine of the pre-existence of Israel, 
although laid ‘down 1 in the Midrash ; if we may, without incurring 


‘the odium of heterodoxy, discredit the impetrification of the pre- me 


existing temple at Jerusalem ; if we may be allowed to reject the 
real creation of repentance, spoken of in the Midrash—in one 


word, if we are compelled by all the rules of sense to interpret | 


the Midrash figuratively, or else to pronounce it void of sense, 
what is to save the doctrine of a pre-existing Messiah, resting, as 
it does, entirely on the authority of Midrashic opinion, from the 
very same dilemma? Separating, however, the Messiah from the 


six other pre-existences, we shall still dnd that there can be no 
identity between the Messiah of the Darshanim, even || 
allowing. him to be anterior to the world, and the divine Messiah — 
of orthodox . hristianity, who is believed to have existed before 
the universe, not because he was created previously, as the Dar- | 
‘but because he is an increate God. No; the. 
allegory of the Midrash has no share nor porticn in the Athan- 
and the doctrine of the incarnation continues to be, | 


shanim it, 


asian creed ; 
as in the days of old, a stranger in Israel. 


Hell, Origina 
the idolatry practised in it. | 

+ Hell. A part of the valley of Hinnom, 


6 must do either, the one » thing or the other. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W e much. regret that press of matter compels us again to defer our review — 


on Selig Newman’s useful ‘‘ Emendations of the Authorised Version of the 
Old Testament,” as well as a review of the “Sabbath Leaves.” These 


Te views, ts the communication of David Brandon, The Jews of ‘| 


Aden,” by J. R. P., shall take precedence. of any other correspondence in 
our next number. 


We thank J. K. L. for his Hebrew verses, and are highly flattered by his 
good opinion of the “ Jewish Chronicle. ” They. are left for him at our 
office, as we cannot undertake to send back rejected correspondence, 


The letter of D. A. C. was received after our ‘remarks on the same subject 


were in 'y pe 


NE HEBREW LANGUAGE TAUGHT. by. rat Gentleman of the Jew- 


ish persuasion. Both the Scriptural, as well as the Rabbinical Hebrew 

is taught on an easy method, so as to enable the Student to read the Bible 

in the original and sacred language, and to translate it after a short time. 

References of the highest respectability will be given, if required, Terms 
moderate. 

Apply (if by letter post-paid) to A. B., at Mr. Wertheim’s, Aldine Cham. 


bers, Paternoster-row. and at Mr. Valentine's, the ** Jewish Chronicle” Office 
132, Houndsditch, 


A 1 SING LE LADY, respectably connected, wishes to reside with a \dewteh 
family, either in Town or the Country (the sea-side will not be objected 
to); and as she does not require a separate sitting-room, but wishes to board 
and live with the family, the terms must be very moderate, and include all 
extras. The most respectable references will be given and expected.— 


Address, post-paid, with full particulars, to Z. Z., at W. 
paper Office, 14, Finch Lane, Cornbil Everett's, News. 


‘For Tophet+ is ordained 


Ori zinally the valley of Hisnum,’ near “Jerusalem, notorious for 


| addressed to her, at No. 11, Duke Street, Aldgate. 


Birmingham. Printed and published by William Alexander Ys 


sellers in the United Kingdom. 


INSTITUTION FOR THE RELIEF OF THE IN DIGENT BLIN 


TWO PENSIONERS, also to take into consideration the recommendation 


Laws 38 and 6, Subscribers. 


who may be desirous of undertaking such Establishment, will please addres 
Merchauts’ Room, Lloyd's Coffeehouse. 


Blank Petitions on or before Tuesday next the 3rd of ? une, to the He 


KP M., will state the objects of the British and Foreign Society for promot: 


volence of the public. 


| Edinburgh ; and all: ‘Booksellers in the United Kingdom. Friday, M4 


Iss RACHEL DIAS begs to acquaint her Friends, and the | 


generally, that she continues to give instruction on the PIA 
FORTE, at home, or at the residence of the Pupils with whom one | 


engage. Terms may be known upon application to Bitee Dias, or by cn 


This day is published, 

_ SERMON, entitled THE UNITY OF GOD, the distinguishing f 
A of the Jewish Faith, By the Rev. Moarts Isaac RaPHatt, 
Dr. Pu., of the Hebrew National School, and Preacher of the gyn 


rmouth. 
all Book. 


and sold by John Chapman, 12], Newgate-street, London; and : 
Copies Halt. 


Price Threepence. A dozen 


a-Crown. Any person giving an order (by a post-paid letter from any 
the British Dominions) and enclosing five Post-Office Stamps, will, by th 


returning Post, receive a copy of the Sermon, enclosed in a 
without further expense. 


0 Envelop. 


mons 


OF THE JEWISH PERSUASION, 
ESTABLISHED 5580—1819. 
HE Governor wid Subscribers are respectfully informed, that a Gener! 
Court will be holden on Sunday the Ist of June, 1845, at Susser 
Hall, Leadenhall Street, at 12 o’Clock precisely, for the ELECTION 1) 


of the Committee for the amendment of Laws 1 and 7, General Courts, and 


42, Great Prescott Street. SOLOMON, 


J EWISH ACADEMY. 
EVERAL Gentlemen of the Community are desirous of. promoting the 
Establishment of an ACADEMY for a LIMITED NUMBER of Boys, aud 
to be situated in the suburbs of London. 
Any Gentleman possessing the necessary classical and other attainments 


all communications on the subject, by letter, ‘Past paid, to J. AR, 


SOCIETY FOR RELIEVING DISTRESSED. PE RSONS 

| Kirby Street, Hatton Garden. © 
\HE Directors hereby give notice of a Vacancy fora WIDOW PRY. 
SIONER. Persons desirous of becoming Candidates are to apply for 


Bee. M. Benjamin, 9, Field Lane, Holborn. 


"RESTORATION OF THE JEWISH NATION. 
MEETING of the Members of the JEWISH NATION, with others, who 
desire to recover for the Jewish People, the possession of PALESTINE 
is invited,to be held in Crossy Hatt, Bishopsgate Street, on Tuesday 
3rd June. at 7 0’Clock in the Evening, when the Rev. T. T. Crysaac. 


ing the restoration of that People to the Land of their Fathers, preparatory 
toa Meeting to address the QUEEN on that + sahaent: 
London, 27; 1845, 


ANTED a jin for the Manchester Congregation, whose age must po 


'N earnest appeal is made on behalf of the Four Orphan Daughter of 3 


the late Mrs. CAN TOR, who are left entirely dependent on the bene : 


Subscriptions already t received 
Philip Salomons, Esq 
Messrs. Moses, Son, and Davis 
Mr. J. MYCIS 


, Mark and Friends 
» H. Emanuel. 
H. Goldring ...... 
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Printed for the Proprietor, J ae Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Cireus bore 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, a2 
Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had of I. Valentine, at Bro 
Office, 132, Houndsditch, in the city of London; also of Godfrey Levi, 17, ‘ 
Liverpool ; Whitmore, Bookseller, and Elienby and Son, Market Stree’ 
'< Silvenstein, 32, New Inkleys, Birmingham; William Stevenson, a 
Grant, 5, Castle Square, Brighton; and Moses Joel, 19, North “” 


exceed Forty. Salary £100 per annum. ‘Testimonials to be forwarkd 
to Mr. Joel Casper, Shudehill, 
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